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DUXBURY CLIPPER
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h'ree of Knowledge

(The following article appeared
n bhe Dec. 2 issue of bhe Sanford
‘ribune and Advocate.—Ed.)

In the old Colomial days there
used to be a tree at Duxbury,
Aunsaachusetls dhat was called the
“Twee of Kmnowledge.” It seems
that in those days it was quite
customary to leave lebters anid
sarcels at an cak tree standing at
Jhe juncticn of the Massachusetts
Bay Palth (now Route 3) amd
the highway munniny throwgh
Tinkertown. It is believed that at
finst the ‘etters may have been
‘I pioked up by what they uwsed to
call ' or people who
travelled between towns, dbut any-
way it was an informal arrange-
ment. But on May 12, 1775, the
finst Post Office was established
at Plymouth by the Provincial
Congress with Wil'iam Watson as
Postmaster. Mounted mail car-
riers began to make regular trips
in June of that year, and it was

about Whis time that the sturdy
oak tree in what they called the
Tarkiln dietrict of Duxbury, be-
came known as the “Irec of
Knowlodge.” A box was mailed to
the tree for the convenience of
the pecple in that vicinity amd its
game becoume widespread.

Prlor o this most of the ‘mail
was cunried between Plymouth and
Bestion by mai'ing packets. Timo- |
thy Goodwin and Joseph Howland''
were bhe first official joint mail
carricrs. This has beon called by
some historians, the dingt rural
mail box. It comld mot be called
the first Rural Flree Delivery,
because it was real'y not a free
service, as the riders had to be
paid by those whose mail was de-
livered from the bre‘e.




